Alice Tippit Still Life with Volcano

Grice Bench, Los Angeles 16 November— 18 January

Groins abound im Alice Tippit's exhibition of
paindings and drawsngs at Cnice Bench. They
are met xlwys cnsy Lo soe, hewever - of ruther,
ehey disappear ar socond plance, What, you
mnipha aik yoursell i so crotchlike about tha
upside-down vase (Peor, all works zovg), that
candle (Cinch), or that stick of dynamise {Sae
Tippit i & master of the now-ypma-toe-e,
now-you-don't schaol of vinaal inmuenda,
seemd out ey funny even i, on peflecion,
you can't exactly sy why.

Tippit owed the nspiration for the ttke
oif heew shaorw b0 Fimily Dricki neson, whsose poem
mismabser S b@m‘ﬂﬂil—iﬁh‘n—tﬂ:—

{ Tha Rickered in the might — ' When v was
dark enmagh todo | Without orading sight—",
I..ibr'ﬁn:r'l, [ric i neson boncw Boew to pnarshall
wastnezs weithim thie sl fromees of her posems,
anl her b0 open 3 seomingly interiof vicw

towide horizond, [n Tippits tere, Lt compa-
siticns, lundscape ofien exists inside the body:
im Dvegy, vano bofty pine orees huirily seund in for
thie volds between & fEgure’s anma and toma,
Her paingings are indeed still - evoking signs
or pictographs, resdered insoft flat grounds
#o3 carrvas — bt chey relate v thing thae are
defuantly mobile and mutable: human bodic,
words and meaningi.

Simce these bodies - when pendened
are, like their crextor, female, double onien-
dee comcs 1o Brve a8 3 sortof privady o,
{(When men use double eniendire, it mighi be
noted, it penerally works w the opposite effeo)
I ik, fior escamyple, dark, biplike forms fank
a promectise candle, it proy colour matching
the negative space beyond the hips and ies
orange flame standing in for an upside-down
jrabis eranagle. The smeemial resmblince

it entincly dendable; a parancid viewer could
e driven mad Iﬁ'ﬂ-ﬂ"ilm_iflu’h: thecurnal
Appaniog ws jisit 3 puhological projectson
of hils erediic lixsiony

Az a fomals padster represcnging the fomale
form, Tippit cvidently focls the stakes of her
p-mjn;l.m b muglrh‘h.llnﬂ i shovw wich-
ot cxpemiag? Flor soluthon b2 o ncly on her
ample wit and visual pore. Oscar Wilde springs
to mind (bt hough fomininity, in the 20104, is
senroely akin to homosesasling inhe 1Bpos - i
it} e, one of the most extrsendenary pantings
im Ehe cxhibation, depicis s bir aick ol dynamice
boxed in by a tomato-orange ground; | canmot
i;n.'ri.;in!l_gl n:lphiu o it boodcs Ii.i.:rq;iiu..
bt i diones, Whaat sl out, in the duck-rabbis
comtent unfalding in the vicwer"s vinaal core,
is nod the wagina but the dynamite, frzing
Fast, about 1o blow this tight semistic package
1o gmitherecns,  Jenarkan Grfffe

Safe, wond, oulof cafrens, g 11.6m.
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